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1. Numerous nationwide studies consistently show prevalence rates of sexual abuse histories at 50-70% among women in inpatient psychiatric facilities. Facts about mental health & physical and sexual abuse (1994). US Department of Health Services, Center for Mental Health Services
2. Women with disabilities are raped at a rate at least twice that of the general population of women. Sobsey, D. (1994). Violence and abuse in lives of persons with disabilities: The end of salient acceptance. Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brooks Publishing Co., Inc.
3. According to the 2000 U.S. Census, women with disabilities comprise 9.2% of the population. While a small percentage of the population, they have a high probability of being abused
4. The Colorado Department of Public Health estimates that at least 85% of women with disabilities are victims of domestic violence compared to 25 to 50% of non-disabled women.
5. Women with disabilities have identified issues of violence and abuse as the highest health priority. Berkeley Planning Associates. 1997. Disabled Women Rate Caregiver Abuse and Domestic Violence Number One Issue. Berkeley, CA: Department of Education

6. It has been estimated that 83% of women with a disability will be sexually assaulted in their lifetime. Stimpson, L. & Best, M. (1991). Courage Above All: Sexual Assault Against Women with Disabilities. Toronto: DisAbled Women's Network. 

7. For individuals with psychiatric disabilities, the rate of violent criminal victimization including sexual assault was 2 times greater than in the general population (8.2% vs. 3.1%). Hidday, V.A., Swartz, M., Swanson, J., Borum, R., and Wagner, H.R. (1999). "Criminal Victimization of Persons with Severe Mental Illness." Psychiatric Services 50: 62-68)

8. In a study of 946 women with and without disabilities, 62% of women reported that they had experienced emotional, physical, or sexual abuse. Women with disabilities reported abusive incidents similar to those reported by women without disabilities. They also reported other abuses including withholding the use of wheelchairs, the use of braces, medication, transportation, or essential assistance with personal tasks such as dressing or getting out of bed (2009 National Crime Victims' Rights Week Resource Guide" available at http://ovc.ncjrs.gov/ncvrw2009/welcome.html)
9. In response to a survey of women with physical disabilities, 56% reported abuse, of this group, 87% reported physical abuse, 66% reported sexual abuse, 35% were refused help with a personal need, and 19% were prevented from using an assistive device. In this same survey of adult women, 74% reported abuse lasting at least three months, 55% reported they had been abused multiple times as an adult, and 80% reported being abused by a male partner. (2009 National Crime Victims' Rights Week Resource Guide" available at http://ovc.ncjrs.gov/ncvrw2009/welcome.html)
