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Support for grassroots efforts to ratify and enforce the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
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   Congress Urged to Ratify Disability Rights Treaty

Disability rights leaders will gather in the Capitol on Tuesday, June 3, 2008 to launch their campaign to persuade Congress to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

“The Convention is the first treaty to offer the promise of equality and self-determination to people with disabilities,” said Michele Magar, Executive Director of RatifyNow, which organized the event.   

“More than two-thirds of nations in the United Nations have either signed or ratified the treaty, but despite our country’s pioneering role in outlawing discrimination on the basis of disability, the U.S. has yet to embrace the Convention,” said Magar.  

The event will take place on Tuesday, June 3, 2008 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Room HC-7 of the Capitol building.  Speakers include the Honorable Richard Thornburgh, former U.S. Attorney General and Under-Secretary General of the United Nations.  

The first human rights treaty of the twenty-first century, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was adopted by the United Nations on December 13, 2006.  It became legally binding on May 3, 2008.  

When broadly implemented, the U.N. expects the Convention to benefit the lives of one-quarter of humanity:  650 million people with disabilities and their families.

“In every nation, including our own, people with disabilities are the poorest of the poor,” said Jeff Rosen, a disability rights attorney who founded RatifyNow last year with Magar.  “Seventy percent of Americans with disabilities who want to work are unemployed, despite studies that show that employees with disabilities have better retention rates than their non-disabled peers.  This treaty can help us change these statistics.”

By ratifying the treaty, the U.S. would agree to set up an independent monitoring body to identify ways to combat stigma and level the playing field for Americans with disabilities in the classroom, the workplace, and in other venues that will benefit from full participation by people with disabilities. 

RatifyNow supports grassroots efforts to persuade nations to ratify and implement the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  More information about the treaty and RatifyNow is available at www.RatifyNow.org.
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