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Global Universal Design Commission Welcomed Ecuadorian Ambassador to Syracuse
May 30th 10:00 a.m. GUDC Inaugural Meeting

SYRACUSE, N.Y. May 30, 2008 - Global Universal Design Commission, Inc. (GUDC) welcomed Ambassador Luis Gallegos, a leader in disability advocacy worldwide, to Syracuse for their inaugural meeting. GUDC, initiated and funded by partners Joshua Heintz and William Gilberti of Gilberti Stinziano Heintz & Smith, P.C., is a collaboration of worldwide experts.  A non-profit organization, GUDC has brought together some of the most knowledgeable and influential people in the areas of accessible design and legislation, such as Peter Blanck, the Chairman of The Burton Blatt Institute at Syracuse University. GUDC’s mission is to create Universal Design standards for the built environment to impact communities in the U.S. and throughout the world.
The inaugural meeting of the GUDC was hosted at the Carousel Center Skydeck on May 30th at 10:00 a.m. by Destiny USA, whose founder and chairman, Robert Congel, is one of the local pioneers of Universal Design for commercial uses. With an eye toward creating Destiny as a living laboratory for accessible design, Congel was responsible for bringing together multidisciplinary experts in architecture, industrial design, law, finance, public policy, technology, and social psychology for the last two years in the American Dream forums. The forums explored the possibilities of the development of Universal Design standards that may in the future impact the design and financing of commercial development in the United States and worldwide. The partners at Gilberti Stinziano Heintz & Smith, recognizing the need to take the next step in creating those standards and formalizing a certification process, initiated the creation of the GUDC.

With bipartisan support in the U.S. at federal and state levels, and the involvement of the design, development, disability and aging communities, the GUDC mission is to accelerate adoption of Universal Design concepts. GUDC advocates design for the range of human performance and preferences, beyond compliance with law, with a vision of good design that provides ease of use without disadvantage to any group or individuals. The GUDC inaugural meeting, including Ambassador Gallegos, began a public process to draft and adopt voluntary guidance standards to be used in new and existing commercial buildings across the country.

Ambassador Gallegos’ participation in the inaugural meeting of the GUDC brings international attention to their mission. Leading the United Nations in disability advocacy, Ambassador Gallegos chaired the Ad Hoc Committee on a Comprehensive and Integral International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, a subsidiary body of the General Assembly of the UN. His commitment to forging a consensus and his constant advocacy to advance the social, civic, and economic participation of people with disabilities worldwide has been widely recognized. Ambassador Gallegos was instrumental in inclusion of disability in the UN human rights legal framework.

In addition to Gilberti Stinziano Heintz & Smith, P.C., GUDC is supported by The Burton Blatt Institute at Syracuse University; Center on Inclusive Design and Environmental Access (IDEA Center), University at Buffalo, State University of New York; and The National Council on Independent Living and members of the GUDC Board of Directors - Berthy de la Rosa-Aponte, Member of the President's Committee for People with Intellectual Disabilities; Peter Blanck, Chairman, The Burton Blatt Institute at Syracuse University; Joshua Heintz, Partner, Gilberti Stinziano Heintz & Smith, P.C.; Graham Hill, CEO of Ice Miller Strategies LLC; Andrew Houghton, President of Disability Inclusion Solutions; Carmen Jones, President of Solutions Marketing Group; John Lancaster, Executive Director of the National Council on Independent Living; and Edward Steinfeld, Director of the IDEA Center at the University of Buffalo.
#  #  #

