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Global Initiative for Inclusive Information and Communication Technologies

A Flagship Advocacy Initiative of the United Nations
Global Alliance for Technology and Development
INVITATION

1st G3ict Global Forum, Monday March 26, 2007

United Nations Headquarters 

Conference Room 4, UN Plaza, New York, NY

Your are cordially invited to attend G3ict’s 1st Global Forum, which will serve as an interactive venue for key stakeholders and leading experts from around the world to come together to create a consensus and set direction for the future of accessible and inclusive information and communication technologies for persons with disabilities. This initial forum will be just one in a series of global and regional forums scheduled to take place around the world over the next two and a half years. 
Please find a detailed agenda for the Forum on the subsequent pages of this invitation. 
Due to security procedures, an RSVP is kindly requested by Monday, March 19

Please RSVP to G3ict Program Development Manager, Pauley Tedoff

By Phone: +1 404-895-9031 ● By E-mail: ptedoff@g3ict.com

We remind you that the G3ict March 26 Global Forum is by Invitation Only

AGENDA

9.00 am
Welcome remarks by Ban Ki-moon, Secretary General of the United Nations, or his representative (TBC)
Introductory Remarks by Global Forum Chair Ambassador Luis Gallegos of Ecuador, Former Chair of the Ad Hoc Committee on a Comprehensive and Integral Internal Convention on Protection and Promotion of the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities
· Perspective from the Global Alliance, significance of the G3ict initiative, by Sarbuland Khan, Executive Coordinator, Global Alliance for ICT and Development

· Overview of the new Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its implications for ICTs by Jean-Pierre Gonnot, Chief, Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

· Goals and objectives of meeting and review of agenda, by Axel Leblois, Executive Director, G3ict

9.40 am
Keynote Address: "From Digital Divide to Digital Diversity - The Imperative for Inclusive Information and Communication Technologies"
Emilie McCabe, General Manager, IBM Global Public Sector

Current trends in demographics, global economics and social responsibility are fueling the need for inclusive information and communication technologies (ICT). To successfully meet this global human challenge requires new models of collaborative innovation. Why ICT vendors need to focus on global solutions for greater accessibility and assistive technologies; expected benefits of greater standardization and harmonization for all stakeholders.
10.00 am
Panel: “Raising the challenge for a more accessible information society: case studies and perspectives from persons with disabilities”


This panel will examine the pervasive impact of ICTs on all aspects of contemporary life from the perspective of persons living with disabilities.  Systematic research of accessibility gaps among common ICT products will be presented, as well as hands-on examples of good practices and challenges covering the workplace, home, media, e-government, and public services applications.
Panel Chair: C N Madhusudan, President, NiiT Ventures.  

Panelists: 

Martin Gould, Director of Research and Technology, National Council on Disability 

Larry Goldberg, Director, WGBH 

Ilene Morris-Sambur, Founder and CEO, Coraworks

Caroline Millous, Director of Projet Handicap, Air France


Rene Leon, Program Coordinator, POETA, Organization of American States


Steven M. Rothstein, President, Perkins School for the Blind


Preety Kumar, Founder, President and Chief Executive Officer, Deque Systems and General 

Electric Representative
11.10 am
Break

11.30 am
Panel: “Identifying core areas of opportunity to foster greater accessibility of ICTs for persons with disabilities”.

This panel will examine the potential for ICT industries of developing inclusive products and services from a market and industry perspective. Strategies that can best support the development of accessible and assistive features for ICT products will be examined, including through Private-Public Partnerships.  Core areas of opportunities will be identified as well as specific funding and R&D collaborative methods which industry could benefit from.

Panel Chair: John Vaughn, Chairman, National Council on Disability, Washington, DC


Panelists: 


Barry K. Fingerhut, General Partner, Synconium


Ted Henter, Director, Freedom Scientific, creator of JAWS 



Victor Tsaran, Accessibility Program Manager, Yahoo Corporation
Frank Hecker, Executive Director, "Open and Accessible: New models for collaborative innovation”, Mozilla Foundation
Nikolaos Floratos, General Director, e-ISOTIS Athens Headquarters



Dr. Emdad Khan, Founder, President & CEO, Internet Speech
Michael Paciello, The Paciello Group, Founder and Principal, and TEITAC, Co-Chair for Section 508/255 Revision

12.30 pm
Innovation Forum and Lunch Break 

 

G3ict participating corporations will share their latest innovations in the field of inclusive technologies with live table-top demonstrations. Their representatives will be available during break time to meet all participants. 
2.00 pm
Panel: “Harmonization and standardization of accessible and assistive technologies: how to make it work on a global scale?”

This panel will focus on the role of industry consortia, NGOs, standardization organizations, and international institutions in tackling some of the core areas of opportunities discussed during the morning session. The panel will reflect on recent global standardization success stories and current efforts by standardization organizations to determine which success factors could be leveraged to foster harmonization and standardization of key categories of accessible and assistive ICTs.  The panel chair and panelists will be asked to contribute practical suggestions to foster new initiatives and/or work methods with multiple stakeholders.

Panel Chair: Inmaculada Placencia-Porrero, European Union, Deputy Head of Unit, Directorate General Information Society and Media, e-Inclusion Unit.

Panelists:

Judy Brewer, W3C, Director, Web Accessibility Initiative

Dr. Hajime Yamada, Toyo University, Japan, Chair of the Standardization Investigation Committee for Improvement of Accessibility Common to Areas of Information Technology and Software Products

Ken Salaets, Executive Director of Access Standards and Director of Government Relations, Information Technology Industry Council
Tim Creagan, Senior Accessibility Specialist, Technical and Information Services Access Board, United States

Chiara Giovannini, Consumer Association in Standards ANEC 

Dr. Rodolfo Cattani, Member of the Executive Committee, European Disability Forum and Chair of the Commission for Liaising with the European Union, European Blind Union

3.15 pm
Break
3.45 pm
Panel: Legislation, regulations, procurement rules, and enforcement: how can the Public Sector best contribute to fostering greater awareness, innovation and compliance?

This panel will include government representatives from around the world. Each panelist will present his/her own perspective with best practices examples and suggest recommendations for legislative and regulatory enforcement.  The framework of the Digital Inclusion Index, measuring countries inclusiveness from an ICT standpoint, will be presented at the end of the panel.

Panel Chair: Marcel Boisard, Former Assistant Secretary General of the United Nations, Former Executive Director of UNITAR
Panelists: 
Ambassador Anda Filip, Director, Inter-parliamentary Union

Peter Blanck, University Professor and Chairman of the Burton Blatt Institute at Syracuse University, Co-Director of the University of Trondheim eAccessibility Project

Peter Brecke, Professor, Georgia Tech Sam Nunn School of International Affairs Benchmarking progress: the Digital Inclusion Index for Disabled Persons

Tamas Babinski, Accessibility and Section 508 Consultant/Assistive Technology Analyst, Project Performance Corporation and U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

Yannis Vardakastanis, President, European Disability Forum
Hendrietta Ipeleng Bogopane-Zulu, Chairperson, South African Parliament at the National Assembly

Dipendra Manocha, Director of IT and Services, National Association for the Blind, New Delhi, India
5.00 pm
Summary of findings and next steps
· Summary of key findings and recommendations from panels, Axel Leblois, Executive Director, G3ict

· Call for action for local governments: Honorable Mayor Apolinar Salcedo of Cali, Colombia with Alex Mejia, Executive Director, CIFAL Atlanta 

5.30 pm 
Concluding Remarks 
· Ambassador Luis Gallegos of Ecuador, Global Forum Chair
· Sarbuland Khan, Executive Coordinator, Global Alliance for ICT and Development
G3ict is a flagship partnership initiative of the United Nations Global Alliance for ICT and Development led by the Digital Inclusion Forum, a Division of the Wireless Internet Institute                                         
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