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                     Global Initiative for Inclusive Information and Communication Technologies

A Flagship Partnership Initiative of the United Nations
Global Alliance for Technology and Development


G3ict Global Forum, March 26, 2007

“Legislation, regulations, procurement rules, and enforcement: 

how can the Public Sector best contribute to fostering greater awareness, 

innovation and compliance?”

Summary of Panel Guidelines

Background: 
Article 9 of the new Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on December 13 (see annex below).  Member states signatories of the Convention will develop legislation, regulation and government procurement rules in support of article 9.  In doing so, it is important that different legislators and regulators have access to relevant resources on existing good practices and made aware of the economic benefits of harmonized policies around the world as discussed during panel #3 on standardization.
This panel will include government representatives from around the world. Each panelist will present his/her own perspective with best practices examples and suggest recommendations for legislative and regulatory enforcement.  The framework of the Digital Inclusion Index, measuring countries inclusiveness from an ICT standpoint, will be presented at the end of the panel.

Panel Chair: Marcel Boisard, Former Assistant Secretary General of the United Nations, Former Executive Director of UNITAR (5’)
Panelists: 

Peter Blanck, University Professor and Chairman of the Burton Blatt Institute at Syracuse University, Co-Director of the University of Trondheim eAccessibility Project.  Pr. Blanck will present an overview of legislative progress made worldwide on accessibility of ICTs.  He will point out some of the challenges and opportunities that can be expected from greater legislative work around the world following the adoption of the convention. 7’

Ambassador Anda Filip, Director, Inter-parliamentary Union Ambassador Philip will present the perspective of parliaments who will have to develop legislation to implement the new Convention and its article 9 in particular.  Ambassador Philip will summarize what type of information, resources or programs could help parliaments best fulfill their legislative mandate. 7’

Tamas Babinski, Accessibility and Section 508 Consultant/Assistive Technology Analyst, Project Performance Corporation.  U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

Mr Babinski will discuss how to best leverage government procurement rules and enforce them based upon his experience while leading the Section 508 technical team in the United States, and working with numerous government agencies providing solutions for accessibility including internationally in China and Hungary.  7’

Yannis Vardakastanis, Director, European Disability Forum.  

Mr. Vardakastanis will present the perspectives of organizations representing persons with disabilities in Europe on article 9 of the Convention and the future evolution of national legislation and regulations.  7’
Peter Brecke, Professor, Georgia Tech Sam Nunn School of International Affairs Benchmarking progress: Pr. Brecke will present the Digital Inclusion Index for Disabled Persons project which will serve as a benchmark for the implementation of article 9 of the convention around the world.  7’

Hendrietta Ipeleng Bogopane-Zulu, Chairperson, South African Parliament at the National Assembly. Ms. Bogopane-Zulu has significant experience in the South African Parliament and abroad with regards to adopting and implementing policies for the benefit and protection of persons with disabilities. As an activist both nationally and internationally in the area of disability rights, Ms. Bogopane Zulu can draw upon a number of relevant successes and challenges with regards to the topic of legislation.  7’     

Dipendra Manocha, Director of IT and Services, National Association for the Blind, New Delhi, India. Mr. Manocha will talk about the experiences and challenges for Accessible ICT for persons with disabilities in developing countries - especially in South Asian countries. 7’

Debate: 25’ 

1/ Questions: how to best support further legislative agendas in relation to ICTs and accessibility?  
2/ Can legislation harm innovation or can it support the emergence of new markets for low cost mass produced inclusive ICTs?  
3/ What further steps would the panel recommend G3ict pursue?    
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