Highlights
Syracuse University Chancellor Nancy Cantor has called upon the University community to “embrace human differences, cross boundaries, and extend ourselves in collaborations to make a better world.”

The Burton Blatt Institute: Centers of Innovation on Disability at Syracuse University was established in fall 2005 to help create such a collaborative environment on campus for faculty and students, as well as worldwide, in concert with the business community, government, the community, and faith-based organizations.

Thanks to a $1 million gift from the Hammerman Fisch Foundation, along with core funds committed by Syracuse University over a five-year period and additional support from the public and private sectors, BBI has set a goal of becoming the premier law and disability policy research institute.  

Since opening, the institute has blazed new partnerships across multiple disciplines and schools at SU. Through its work, BBI is establishing new programs that will build leadership and knowledge toward making a difference in the lives of people with disabilities and 
their families. 

Working toward a world where every person is valued.

Structure

• BBI is composed of interwoven centers that engage faculty and students in schools across SU in research and pioneering activities.

• The institute recognizes and values all contributions, including those from persons with disabilities, in inclusive classrooms, workplaces, and communities.

Objectives

1. Become the premier law and disability policy research institute. Focus on civil rights, employment, and economic empowerment.

• $2.5 million grant from the U.S. Department of Education’s National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research.

The objective during this five-year project is to increase understanding and knowledge about the hiring and retention of workers with disabilities from an employer perspective. 

• $500,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Labor’s Office of Disability Employment Policy

This 18-month grant will fund in-depth case studies of the employment of persons with disabilities in the new global economy.

• In collaboration with faculty at the Syracuse University College of Law, School of Information Studies, School of Education, and Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs, BBI 
staff are:

π evaluating emergency preparedness and recovery policies that persons with disabilities impacted in the Gulf Coast region to develop future policy recommendations for the U.S. Departments of Labor and Homeland Security;

π analyzing geographic growth trends in job creation and industry characteristics to project appropriate skills training for working-age adults with disabilities;

π exploring new relationships between financial institutions and disability-related organizations to create new opportunities for enhanced economic freedom.

2. Foster the next generation of leaders.

The excitement of BBI on the SU campus is the infusion of a disability perspective across disciplines of law, education, public policy, engineering, communications, business management, information technology, and the social sciences. BBI has started the dialogue with students and faculty across 
the campus.

• BBI funded the first of its kind Disability Policy Leadership Summer Program for SU law students in Washington, D.C. This program provided a highly structured opportunity to learn first-hand about the public policy-making process from a disability perspective and to engage in research and writing on statutory and regulatory issues impacting persons with disabilities and their families.

• BBI is collaborating with Professor Derrick Cogburn in the School of Information Studies to design new approaches to distance learning and build social networks.

• In collaboration with the College of Arts and Sciences, BBI is sharing the cost of funding the research of Professor Meera Adya, who will be involved in multiple projects investigating employer demand and emergency preparation. 

• BBI has begun discussions with deans and professors in architecture, engineering, public communications, citizenship and public affairs, and medicine to consider the appointment of “BBI fellows”—a program to enable graduate students to work with BBI researchers on relevant disability issues.

• A BBI collaboration with the Center on Property, Citizenship, and Social Entrepreneurship and its director, Professor Robin Malloy in the College of Law, will allow students to earn a certificate in advanced property studies that includes an independent research project addressing issues of ownership for people with disabilities and successful economic advancement.

3. Establish BBI as a problem solver and innovator. 

From designing accessible housing to promoting new health care solutions, BBI has been engaged by business and government in the United States and around the world to design and test innovation in policy, products, systems, and services. BBI is in discussions with several major corporations to do case studies to solve human resources issues related to diversity and an inclusive workforce.

With governments worldwide and the private sector, BBI is gaining a reputation as a problem solver, promoting dialogue and designing new solutions that advance economic self-sufficiency and family stability.

4. Become the premier university nationwide that advances effective and meaningful participation of faculty and students with disabilities. 

• BBI is participating in the work of a campus-wide task force to explore options and develop a plan for an inclusive and accessible campus and learning environment. 

• Funds are being raised for support of students with disabilities to receive scholarships based on financial need that advance their career potential across all schools on campus.

Staff Growth

Since opening our doors in 2005, BBI has grown to nine full-time staff, part-time researchers, administrative staff, interns, and research assistants. BBI includes experts from across many fields, and is involved in collaborations with individuals and organizations around the world.

New opportunities and programs are being realized every day. Please visit our web site at 
http://bbi.syr.edu for the latest news and full details on all BBI programs and progress.

