Brief history
The Burton Blatt Institute: Centers of Innovation on Disability at Syracuse University was established to advance the civic, economic, and social participation of people with disabilities. Named in honor of Burton Blatt, the institute opened its doors November 1, 2005, but the legacy on which it was founded has a long and proud history.

Burton Blatt (1927-1985) was a pioneer in humanizing services for people with mental retardation and a national leader in special education. As an advocate of deinstitutionalization, Blatt helped initiate community living programs and family support services, and strongly emphasized the provision of education to children with severe disabilities. Blatt was dean of the School of Education and Centennial Professor at Syracuse University, served as director of SU’s Division of Special Education and Rehabilitation, and founded the Center on Human Policy to promote a more open and accepting society for people with disabilities. 

Burton Blatt continues to serve as an inspiration through his work as a teacher and advocate, and as a friend. He is perhaps best known for bringing national attention to the horrific treatment of institutionalized individuals who are mentally retarded with his book Christmas in Purgatory, co-authored with photographer Fred Kaplan. The publication of this groundbreaking work began a revolution in the treatment of persons who are mentally retarded and led directly to the closing of the infamous Willowbrook Institution in New York.

Today, the institute looks to the future, building its reputation as a vital resource and partner for advocates, educators, businesspeople, and legislators working to better the lives of people with disabilities.
Working toward a world where every person is valued.

